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Australasian Neuroscience Society Student Body Committee  

Student Travel Awards Policy 

April 2018 

This policy sets out the guiding principles for the ongoing distribution of student travel awards 

to the ANS annual meeting. It also provides specific detail about how the student travel awards 

have been distributed in previous years, which should be used as a model for distribution in 

future years.  

Guiding principles:  

1. Students are eligible to receive one (1) ANS Student Travel Award per ANS 

conference/annual meeting if they: 

a. Are a current ANS student member at both the time of conference registration 

and conference attendance; 

b. Are a current full-time or part-time PhD or MPhil student; 

c. Have not previously received three (3) or more ANS Student Travel Awards; 

d. Submit a first-author abstract to the ANS conference by the relevant closing date 

for submissions or, in the case of conference abstract submission remaining 

open until the conference starts, submit a first-author abstract no less than thirty 

(30) days prior to the conference starting to be eligible for the Travel Award; 

e. Need either to travel inter-state (in the case of travel within Australia), between 

islands (in the case of travel within New Zealand), or internationally to physically 

attend the ANS conference for which they submitted a first-author abstract, and; 

f. Physically attend the ANS conference for which they submitted the first author 

abstract and report to the conference registration desk upon arrival. 

 

2. All students who are eligible to receive an ANS Student Travel Award (as per conditions 

in 1) should receive some level of financial assistance in the form of a Travel Award. 

3. Students whose estimated airfare costs are higher than other students should receive a 

proportionally larger Travel Award than students whose estimated costs are less. Airfare 

estimates are made by the SBC based on average online prices two months prior to the 

conference. 

4. Awards may not provide a full reimbursement as all eligible applicants will receive a 

Travel Award, thus the number of successful applicants each year will dictate the size of 



ANS SBC Student Travel Award Policy 

 2 

the awards. Amounts awarded to each student will be determined by the SBC and 

approved by the ANS Council, according to a model based on that described.   

5. Application for a Travel Award is made as part of the Abstract Submission process. The 

student must register for the conference before making an abstract submission. 

6. Overseas student members are eligible to apply for a Travel Award, but their 

reimbursement will be no greater that that received by any Australian or New Zealand 

student. 

7. In the case of the student’s university or institute covering the financial cost of travel to 

the conference, the travel award will be paid to the university or institute and not to the 

student. 

8. If a student has paid for their own travel, receipt of travel expenses is required to be 

presented to the company organising the conference and/or the ANS Secretariat before 

payment will be made to a student bank account. 

9. Payment of awards is the responsibility of the company organising the conference and 

may be assisted in this by the ANS Secretariat. Payment of the award will be made once 

the conference budget has been finalised. 
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Example funds distribution model:  

In the example below (Table 1), a funds distribution model is shown from the 2016 Hobart ANS 

annual meeting. All cost and reimbursement amounts are quoted in Australian dollars.  

 

Under this model, the number of eligible students travelling from a particular region (e.g. NSW) 

and the estimated airfare cost (from the major city in that region, e.g. Sydney) is required 

before reimbursement amounts can be calculated for different proportions of the total 

estimated airfare costs for students from that region. We then use a sliding scale of percentage 

reimbursements from ANS, ranging from 10% to 100%, with the totals provided for each level 

of reimbursement also calculated. In this example, for instance, AUD $14,859 would be 

required to reimburse 30% of all eligible students’ airfares. So, to determine the amount of 

reimbursement ANS can offer, we must first know the total number of eligible students 

travelling from each region and the estimated airfare cost from those regions’ major cities. 

Then, the total budget for student travel awards, as allocated by the ANS Council, can be 

compared with the different levels of reimbursement and we may select an appropriate level of 

contribution to match the given budget. This has the effects of guaranteeing all students 

receive some level of support while also ensuring that those whose costs are higher are 

supported at a higher level.  
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For the 2017 Sydney ANS annual meeting, a similar method was employed as in the 2016 

example, with one small difference which was requested by students from New Zealand: we 

have split the region into North and South Islands. This is because it is generally more expensive 

to travel from the South Island than from the North Island. In the case of the North Island, we 

have averaged the estimated flight cost of flying from Auckland or Wellington and in the case of 

the South Island we have averaged the cost of flying from Christchurch or Dunedin.  

Under this system we cannot know a priori how much each student travel award is worth, since 

it requires us to know first the number of eligible students from each region. So, once those 

numbers are known, either the SBC or a member of Council can enter those numbers into an 

Excel spreadsheet similar to Table 1 and Council can then select an appropriate level of 

reimbursement per the total amount budgeted.  

The deadline for Travel Award applications occurs with the close of abstract submissions OR 

thirty (30) days prior to the conference starting, whichever comes first. No further students will 

be considered after this date. 

  


